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Mark schemes are prepared by the Lead Assessment Writer and considered, together with the relevant
questions, by a panel of subject teachers. This mark scheme includes any amendments made at the
standardisation events which all associates participate in and is the scheme which was used by them in
this examination. The standardisation process ensures that the mark scheme covers the students’
responses to questions and that every associate understands and applies it in the same correct way.
As preparation for standardisation each associate analyses a number of students’ scripts. Alternative
answers not already covered by the mark scheme are discussed and legislated for. If, after the
standardisation process, associates encounter unusual answers which have not been raised they are
required to refer these to the Lead Examiner.

It must be stressed that a mark scheme is a working document, in many cases further developed and
expanded on the basis of students’ reactions to a particular paper. Assumptions about future mark
schemes on the basis of one year’'s document should be avoided; whilst the guiding principles of
assessment remain constant, details will change, depending on the content of a particular examination
paper.

Further copies of this mark scheme are available from oxfordagaexams.org.uk

Copyright information

OxfordAQA retains the copyright on all its publications. However, registered schools/colleges for OxfordAQA are permitted to copy material from this booklet for
their own internal use, with the following important exception: OxfordAQA cannot give permission to schools/colleges to photocopy any material that is
acknowledged to a third party even for internal use within the centre.

Copyright © 2026 OxfordAQA International Examinations and its licensors. All rights reserved.
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Level of response marking instructions

Level of response mark schemes are broken down into levels, each of which has a descriptor. The
descriptor for the level shows the average performance for the level. There are marks in each level.

Before you apply the mark scheme to a student’s answer read through the answer and annotate it (as
instructed) to show the qualities that are being looked for. You can then apply the mark scheme.

Step 1 Determine a level

Start at the lowest level of the mark scheme and use it as a ladder to see whether the answer
meets the descriptor for that level. The descriptor for the level indicates the different qualities that
might be seen in the student’s answer for that level. If it meets the lowest level then go to the next
one and decide if it meets this level, and so on, until you have a match between the level descriptor
and the answer. With practice and familiarity you will find that for better answers you will be able to
quickly skip through the lower levels of the mark scheme.

When assigning a level you should look at the overall quality of the answer and not look to pick
holes in small and specific parts of the answer where the student has not performed quite as well as
the rest. If the answer covers different aspects of different levels of the mark scheme you should use
a best fit approach for defining the level and then use the variability of the response to help decide
the mark within the level, ie if the response is predominantly level 3 with a small amount of level 4
material it would be placed in level 3 but be awarded a mark near the top of the level because of the
level 4 content.

Step 2 Determine a mark

Once you have assigned a level you need to decide on the mark. The descriptors on how to allocate
marks can help with this. The exemplar materials used during standardisation will help. There will be
an answer in the standardising materials which will correspond with each level of the mark scheme.
This answer will have been awarded a mark by the Lead Examiner. You can compare the student’'s
answer with the example to determine if it is the same standard, better or worse than the example.
You can then use this to allocate a mark for the answer based on the Lead Examiner’'s mark on the
example.

You may well need to read back through the answer as you apply the mark scheme to clarify points and
assure yourself that the level and the mark are appropriate.

Indicative content in the mark scheme is provided as a guide for examiners. It is not intended to be
exhaustive and you must credit other valid points. Students do not have to cover all of the points
mentioned in the Indicative content to reach the highest level of the mark scheme.

An answer which contains nothing of relevance to the question must be awarded no marks.
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Technology and change, c800-present day

Total

Question Answer
marks

Identify three features of an astrolabe.

Award one mark for each relevant feature identified, up to a maximum of three
marks.

Indicative content:

An astrolabe was tool or mechanical device used for navigation

It was an ancient calculator for the sky

It helped to find location or tell the time 3

It also helped to find the direction to pray

Al-Farghani, who worked in the 800s, and later Al-Sufi (in the 900s) made | AO1=3

the astrolabe easier to use and more accurate.

e Use of quadrants and sextants increased the accuracy of celestial
observation

e Astrolabes helped merchants navigate trade routes safely and accurately

1.1

Note:

This indicative content is not exhaustive, other creditworthy responses should be
awarded marks as appropriate.
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Total

Question Answer
marks

Explain one way in which Ford’s mass production of cars worked.

Level Marks Description

3 5-6 Demonstrates a developed explanation of cause/
consequence. This is directly linked to the issue in
the question.

Uses specific and relevant contextual knowledge
and understanding to support the explanation.

2 3-4 Demonstrates a simple explanation of
cause/consequence. This may be descriptive or
implictly linked to the issue in the question.

Uses some relevant contextual knowledge and
understanding to support the explanation.

1 1-2 Demonstrates a basic explanation of
cause/consequence. This may be general in
nature or asserted.

Identifies some basic contextual knowledge and
understanding that is relevant to the issue in the
question. 6

1.2 0 No relevant content. AO1=3

AO2=3

Indicative content:

e Before mass assembly-line production each worker up carried out several

processes.

¢ Before mass assembly-line production workers were craftsmen or highly
skilled.

e Henry Ford was perfected the use of an assembly line to mass produce
cars.

e Each worker did one job or fixed one part repeatedly, as the car
progressed down the assembly line.

e This allowed more cars to be made more cheaply and to a more
consistent standard.

e This allowed more cars to be made more quickly. A Model T Ford came off
the assembly line every 3 minutes. A single car took 1.5 hours to make
rather than 12.5 hours.

e Assembly-line work was repetitive and dull for the workers.

Note:
This indicative content is not exhaustive, other creditworthy responses should be
awarded marks as appropriate.
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Total

Question Answer
marks

Why was the printing revolution important for science?

Explain two reasons.

Level | Marks | Description

3 7-9 Demonstrates a developed response relating to causes/
consequences. Explains two reasons, which are directly
linked to the issue in the question.

Uses specific and relevant contextual knowledge and
understanding to support explanations.

2 4-6 Demonstrates a simple response relating to cause(s)/
consequence(s). Explains one or more reasons, which
may be descriptive or implictly linked to the issue in the
question.

Uses some relevant contextual knowledge and
understanding to support explanations.

Note: award Level 2 if response shows a combination
of developed and simple explanations OR a single
developed explanation only.

1 1-3 Demonstrates a basic response relating to cause(s)/ 9
1.3 consequence(s). Explains one or more reasons, which
) may be general in nature or asserted AO1=5
AO2=4
Identifies some basic contextual knowledge and
understanding that is relevant to the issue in the
question.

0 No relevant content.

Indicative content:

¢ The printing revolution shared and spread knowledge of scientific
discoveries.

o It allowed examination of scientific/mathematical proofs and accurate
presentation of findings and illustrations.

e It encouraged standardisation of scientific/mathematical notation.
e Developments in printing changed how science was taught in universities.
e Established ‘Priority’ of discovery as important in science.
¢ Improved wider scientific knowledge and spread literacy.
Note:

This indicative content is not exhaustive, other creditworthy responses should be
awarded marks as appropriate.
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Question

Answer

Total
marks

1.4

‘The main impact of the steam engine was on transport’

How far do you agree with this statement?

Explain your answer with reference to transport and at least one other
impact.

Level Marks | Description

4 10-12 Demonstrates complex analysis of causes/
consequences. Explains the stated consequence
and at least one other consequence, which are

directly related to the issue in the question.

Uses specific and relevant contextual knowledge
and understanding to support explanations in a
substantiated line of reasoning.

Evaluates the relative importance of the stated factor
and other factor(s), leading to a reasoned
judgement.

Extends Level 3.

Demonstrates developed analysis of
causes/consequences. Explains the stated
consequence and at least one other consequence.
These may be related to the issue in the question.

Uses relevant contextual knowledge and
understanding to support explanations in a line of
reasoning.

Evaluation and judgement may show some simple
reasoning.

Note: award level 3 if response shows a combination
of developed and simple explanations.

Demonstrates simple analysis of cause(s)/
consequence(s). Explains the stated consequence
and/or other consequences(s). These may be
descriptive or implicitly linked to the issue in the
question.

Uses some relevant contextual knowledge and
understanding to support explanation(s) in a simple
line of reasoning.

Evaluation and judgement may be asserted.

Note: award level 2 if response shows a single
developed explanation only.

12

AO1=4

AO2 =38
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1 1-3 Demonstrates basic analysis of cause(s)/
consequence(s). Explains the stated consequence
and/or other consequence(s) in a general or
asserted way.

Identifies some basic contextual knowledge that is
relevant to the issue in the question, showing basic
explanation(s) and reasoning

0 No relevant content.

Indicative content:

¢ Responses may explore the introduction and impact of the railways,
particularly in relation to their costs, speed, materials and products.

e Students could also focus on their impact on people and everyday lIfe,
particularly in relation to time, work and opportunities.

e Other forms of transport could also be explored, such as the uses and
impact of steam-powered shipping, particularly in relation to costs, speed,
economics, empires.

e The steam engine also had other impacts outside of transport, for
example: factories e.g. growth, location; agriculture e.g. machinery, rural
unemployment, food processing; urban development e.g. housing, social
effects; the environment e.g. air and water pollution, improvement
movements, landscape.

e Evaluation and judgement may consider the relative importance of
transport in relation to other impacts.

Note:
This indicative content is not exhaustive, other creditworthy responses should be
awarded marks as appropriate.
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Medicine and change, c800-present day

. Total
Question Answer marks
Identify three features of a medieval Islamic hospital.
Award one mark for each relevant feature identified.
Indicative content:
e Islamic hospitals were called bimaristans.
e They were in places that had clean air and water. 3
2.1 e There were separate boards for men and women.
) e Some wards were for specific illnesses. AO1 =3
e The hospitals were used to train doctors and give lectures.
e Only licensed doctors could care for the sick.
o They aimed at cure rather than just care as in Western hospitals.
Note:
This indicative content is not exhaustive, other creditworthy responses should be
awarded marks as appropriate.
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Total

Question Answer
marks

Explain one way in which Florence Nightingale influenced medicine.

Level Marks Description

3 5-6 Demonstrates a developed explanation of cause/
consequence. This is directly linked to the issue in
the question.

Uses specific and relevant contextual knowledge
and understanding to support the explanation.

2 3-4 Demonstrates a simple explanation of
cause/consequence. This may be descriptive or
implictly linked to the issue in the question.

Uses some relevant contextual knowledge and
understanding to support the explanation.

1 1-2 Demonstrates a basic explanation of
cause/consequence. This may be general in
nature or asserted.

Identifies some basic contextual knowledge and 6
29 understanding that is relevant to the issue in the
' question. AO1=3
AO2=3

0 No relevant content.

Indicative content:

¢ Nightingale ran a hospital at Scutari in the Crimean War caring for
wounded soldiers. She became well known as the ‘Lady with the Lamp’.

e She practised hygienic medicine, with a focus on cleaning and hand
washing.

e She helped professionalise nursing and hospital care, and was a pioneer
for women who sought a career in medicine.

¢ She established the Nightingale School of nursing at St Thomas’s Hospital
in London.

¢ She advocated improvements in public health sanitation and hospital
design.

Note:
This indicative content is not exhaustive, other creditworthy responses should be
awarded marks as appropriate.

10
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Question

Answer

Total
marks

2.3

Why were medieval epidemics so devastating?

Explain two reasons.

Level | Marks

Description

3 7-9

Demonstrates a developed response relating to causes/
consequences. Explains two reasons, which are directly
linked to the issue in the question.

Uses specific and relevant contextual knowledge and
understanding to support explanations.

Demonstrates a simple response relating to cause(s)/
consequence(s). Explains one or more reasons, which
may be descriptive or implictly linked to the issue in the
question.

Uses some relevant contextual knowledge and
understanding to support explanations.

Note: award Level 2 if response shows a combination
of developed and simple explanations OR a single
developed explanation only.

Demonstrates a basic response relating to cause(s)/
consequence(s). Explains one or more reasons, which
may be general in nature or asserted

Identifies some basic contextual knowledge and
understanding that is relevant to the issue in the
question.

No relevant content.

Indicative content:

e The Black death in 1347 killed 30 — 60% of Europe’s population. Huge

numbers in of people were also killed in Asia and Africa too.
e The symptoms were terrifying, and the remedies used had no effect.
There were no effective preventions or cures for medieval epidemics.

Only quarantine provided valid protection against epidemics in this period.
¢ There was no understanding of Germ Theory in the middle ages, meaning

that there was no understanding of how disease was transmitted from
person to person.

Note:

This indicative content is not exhaustive, other creditworthy responses should be

awarded marks as appropriate.

AO1=5
AO2 =4

1"
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Question

Answer

Total
marks

2.4

‘The main achievement of modern surgery has been organ transplantation.’
How far do you agree with this statement?

Explain your answer with reference to organ transplantation and at least
one other achievement.

Level Marks | Description

4 10-12 Demonstrates complex analysis of causes/
consequences. Explains the stated consequence
and at least one other consequence, which are

directly related to the issue in the question.

Uses specific and relevant contextual knowledge
and understanding to support explanations in a
substantiated line of reasoning.

Evaluates the relative importance of the stated factor
and other factor(s), leading to a reasoned
judgement.

Extends Level 3.

Demonstrates developed analysis of
causes/consequences. Explains the stated
consequence and at least one other consequence.
These may be related to the issue in the question.

Uses relevant contextual knowledge and
understanding to support explanations in a line of
reasoning.

Evaluation and judgement may show some simple
reasoning.

Note: award level 3 if response shows a combination
of developed and simple explanations

Demonstrates simple analysis of cause(s)/
consequence(s). Explains the stated consequence
and/or other consequences(s). These may be
descriptive or implicitly linked to the issue in the
question.

Uses some relevant contextual knowledge and
understanding to support explanation(s) in a simple
line of reasoning.

Evaluation and judgement may be asserted.

Note: award level 2 if response shows a single
developed explanation only

Demonstrates basic analysis of cause(s)/

consequence(s). Explains the stated consequence

12

AO1=4

AO2 =38

12
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and/or other consequences(s) in a general or
asserted way.

Identifies some basic contextual knowledge that is
relevant to the issue in the question, showing basic
explanation(s) and reasoning

0 No relevant content.

Indicative content:

¢ Different types of organ transplantation may be explored and their impact,
including skin grafts, kidney transplants, heart transplants, liver transplants
and, bone marrow.

e Aresponses may also reference other aspects related to organ
transplantation, such as organ rejection, cyclosporine, and organ
donation, xenotransplantation, and bioprinting.

e Other aspects of modern surgery such as blood transfusion, X-rays and
CT scanning, brain surgery, modern anaesthesia, keyhole surgery, robotic
surgery and bio printing may be explored.

e Evaluation and judgement may consider the relative impact of organ
transplantation in relation the other achievements of modern surgery.

Note:
This indicative content is not exhaustive, other creditworthy responses should be
awarded marks as appropriate.

13



